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UPON THE NECESSITY OF | 
; Paſſing an A C'T to confine the " 
PROPRIETORS of STAGE CARRIAGES, + 


F aſl 
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PORTERS to IX Ns, 


TO CERTAIN RATES FOR THE 


Carriage and Porterage of Goods: 


. IKEWISE, 

A ProrogAL for having COMMISSIONERS appointed to 
ſuperintend them; and to eſtabliſh one GENERAL 
WAREHOUSE for the Reception of all Unclaimed Parcels 
that might be left at the different Inps in this Metropolis. 
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Right Honourable Lord North, 
. _ of the Pending Ho eite, 


10e 
„Tu E — E884Y 
is humbly ſubmitted to theConſiderdtion 
of. Your Lordſhip as Preſident, to the 
Vice-Preſident and Governors of the 
Foundling Hoſpital. It contains a Scheme 
to lay a Tax upon the Proprietors of 
Stage-Carriages, and to confine them, 
together with the Book-keepers and 
Porters to Inns, to certain Rates and 
Reſtrictions; a Regulation much to be 
wiſhed, as many Individuals have ſuffered 
e redes of the een 
toned Set of People. f "> 


- 1 


My Pon 1 


In the following Essay I have en- 
deavoured to prove that, by a trifling 
Tax upon theſe People, and the Profits 
which will ariſe from the Sale of all un- 
tlaimed Parcels, &e. there will remain, 


clear of all. Expences, the Surplus Sum 
of L 5000 per Annum; which Monies, 
if applied towards the / Support of the 
Fhandling Hoſpital, will, according to a 
moderate Caleulation, enable the Go- 
vernors to maintain 300 Children an- 
nüally.—And further, the Tax is ſo 
{mall upon the ſeveral - Individuals on 
whom it is propoſed to be levied, that 
i will ſcarcely be felt by them; and 
they are certainly as well able to pay it 
as the Hackney-Coachmen, PLES, 
_— or Watermen. 

This is not, my Lord, a chimerical 
n the Refult of a thorough 
derte the ſeveral Matters that 


Axe 


#4. Tl 

are hereinafter- mentioned: And, upon 
carrrying the Scheme into Execution, 
I have no Doubt but that double the 
Sum I have mentioned would ariſe elear 
to the Charity. To be ſure, the Monies 
ariſing from unclaimed Parcels can only 
be conjectured, and cannot be aſcertained 
but from Proof; but admitting that 
there doth not ariſe any Thing from 
unclaimed Parcels, yet ſtill, accor to 
this Calculation, a neat { 2500 per An- 
num, excluſive of Fines, muſt come to 
this Charity, from the Taxation only. 

But ſhould this PLan be extended fo 
far as to comprehend every public Ware- 
houſe, both Inland and Sea-Port, through- 
out the Kingdom, (and I ſee no mate- 
rial Objection that can be made thereto) 
the Advantage from unclaimed Goods 
would be very conſiderable : It cannot 
be aſcertained ; it might come to Fifty, 


OT 


D vii ] 

or One Hundred Thouſand Pounds per 
Annum.' Let the Amount happen as 
it might, it would be attended with à 
double Advantage firſt, the Propri- 
etors of Warehouſes would get rid of 
the Incumbrance which all unredeemed 
Parcels muſt be to them; and, ſecondly. 
Owners would be moſt likely to recover 
their Property, by Application to the 
Warehouſe of this Commiſſion; which 
might be very properly ſtiled, An A- 
gregate Receptacle for Deſerted Property. 

Should Your Lordſhip approve this 
PLan, I muſt further beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve, that as the Warehouſes and Offices 
which are here propoſed to be eſtabliſhed 
for the Uſe of this Commithon ſhould: 
i be as centrical as poſſible, no Spot ſeems 
| more eligible than a Portion of that al- 
lotted for the public Uſe, the Site of 


1 1 and its Vicinity to the 
Water 


Li 
Water would be attended with great 
Advantage, in receiving and delivering 
ſuch Things as come from or go as 
Wharfs, Quays or Ports. 
This Essay was intended to have 
been publiſhed ſome Time ago; but the 
great Variety of Affairs that have en- 
gaged the Attention of Parliament, pre- 
vented the Author from throwing his 
Grain upon the over-heaped Meaſure. 
But as You have, my Lord, in the Sup- | 
plies for the preſent Year, propoſed a 
triſſing Tax upon Stage-Coaches, this 
more extended PLAN 1s now humbly of- 
tered unto Your Lordſhip, and the Pub- 
lic; deſirous that theſe People may be 
brought to contribute their Mite in Sup- 
port of the Public Weal. Trifling as it 
may ſeem, they have, by public Adver- 
tiſement, convened themſe ves together 
to petition againſt Taxation; and there 
18 


X ] 
ts no Doubt but they will draw up a 
Petition fraught with Subtlety and: Chi- 
canery, for they are Maſters in the 
School of Evaſion, 

So long as the Proprietors of Wag- 
gons, Stage-Coaches, &c. appear to be 
leading Men in every. Town or Village 
where they reſide, ſo long I thould think 
them enabled to bear a Part of the pub- 
Lc Burthen: And ſurely it is high Time 
ſome Reſtraint ſhould be laid on a nu- 
merons Set of People, who have ſo 
- vaſt an Amount of Property in a Year 
entruited to their Care, and which ſo 
frequently is left to the Mercy of Ware- 
houſe-Men and other Servants, whoſe 
petty Frauds, Impoſitions, Negle&ts, &c. 
become every Day more and more 
glaring. 

I hope Your Lordſhip will not think 
me too urgent or qictatorial! in this Matter; 


if 


„ 
if I am, it is from no other Motives than 
having the Public relieved from the Im- 
poſitions of theſe extortionate Gentry, 
and from a ſincere Wiſh for the Wel- 


fare and Proſperity of the Charity over 
which Your Lordſhip preſides. 


\ 


I am, 
| My Lord, 8 
Your Lordſhip's 
molt obedient and moſt devoted 


humble Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 


eee, 
„ . ee 
AN 
I 8 q 
ro THE 


MEMBERS of PARLIAMENT. 


* 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

Na former Publication I have only 

given a few Hints upon the Expediency 
of paſſing an Act for the better regulating of 
Stage - Coaches, Stage - Waggons, Maſters, 
Book-Keepers and Porters to Inns, by con- 
fining them to certain Rates; in this Ess AY 
I ſhall ſhew the abſolute Neceflity of paſſing 
ſuch an Act. 

The Legiſlature has wiſely provided againſt 
the Impoſitions of Hackney - Coachmen, 
Chairmen, Carmen and Watermen, by con- 
fining them to certain Rates; but a greater 
Oppreſlion than either of theſe was before 
they were redrefled, do the Public now 

B labour 
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labour under, from the exorbitant Charges 
they are made to pay for the Carriage and 
Porterage of Goods. 

When the Maſter or Proprietors of a 
Stage-Coach or Waggon know that there is 
no other Carriage goes to or near the Place 
a Perſon wants to ſend to but theirs, they 
treat them with as much Indifference as an 
Inhabitant of the Metropolis often is by a 
Collector of a Water-Company, when he 
knows that there is no other Water-Pipe in 
the Street but what belongs to his Company; 
and ſo takes Occaſion to behave with an in- 
different, if not an inſolent Behaviour. 

' Maſters of Stage-Waggons and Coaches 
are, in general, an opulent, over-bearing 
Set of People; exorbitant in their Demands 
for Carriage, and abſolutely rude in their 


Behaviour; and if a Perſon wants to conſult 


them upon any Thing relative to their Bu- 
ſineſs, they put on an Air of Importance, 
and ſeldom favour the Enquirer with a ſatis- 

factory Anſwer. | 
It would fill a Volume to mention all the 
Impoſitions that the Public have ſuffered 
from the Proprietors of Stage-Carriages. I 
believe 


= 

lieve there is ſcarce an Inhabitant of this 
Metropolis; nay, I could almoſt venture to 
have ſaid the whole Kingdom; but what 
have in ſome Degree experienced their In- 

ſolence and Impoſition. 
Having, ſome Time ago, Occafion to 
wait at a Warchouſe where Carriages ſtop to 
take up and ſet down Parcels, a Waggoner 
came in, and told the Book-Keeper that he 
was fall loaded; and that, by his Maſter's 
Order, he was to take no Parcel from their 
Warehouſe that Weck, except there were 
any to go to my Lord ——— , which he 
muſt make Shift to cram in. The Book- 
Keeper and Porters ſwore that there were 
near half a Ton Weight of different Parcels; 
and that ſome of them might ſpoil before 
the next Week: The Waggoner replied, 
Let them ſpoil; what de I care: and 
ſv drove on.---As the Waggon was a Stage 
that went near Eighty Miles Outwards, and 
came to Town but once a Week, I was cu- 
rious to know what periſhable Commodities 
might be encloſed in the Parcels left; and, 
by diſcourſing with the Book-Keeper, found 
that many of them contained Houſe- Lamb, 
B 2 | ' ſome 


( 16 ) 

ſome of them Fiſh, and many Barrels of 
Oyſters.---Ought not this Maſter to have 
been obliged to have hired a Carriage to have 
conveyed theſe Goods when his own was 
loaded? He could have no plauſible Excuſe; 
for there are always ſufficient Carriages to 
be had in this Town to convey Goods to 
any Part of the Kingdom, upon the ſhorteſt 
Notice, 

In Regard to the Carriage of Goods, 
People muſt pay what theſe Gentry. pleaſe 
to demand, which is ſeldom or ever very 
moderate.---I ſhall only in this Caſe give one 
Inſtance, which may ſerve as a Specimen 
of many that are daily committed. 

Being obliged to go into the Country ſome 
Time ago in one of the Machines, while I 
was waiting for the ſetting out of the Coach, 
a Perſon came in with a ſmall Band-Box, 
for which he was to pay the Carriage; and 


aſked what it was to be: The Book-Keeper 


faid, The Machine never carried any Thing 
under a Shilling; though it was one that did 
not go more than Fifty Miles outwards. The 
Perſon that brought the Parcel expoſtulated 
upon the Exorbitance of the Demand]; ſay- 
ing, 


KN @ 
ing, That there was only a Cap in the Box, 
and that it did not all weigh a Pound. This 
Debate produced a Wager upon the Weight 
of the Parcel ; and, upon Weighing, it was 
under a Pound, but the Shilling was obliged 
to be paid for the CE or it would not 
be ſent. 

From the Proprietors of Carriages I ſhall 
ſpeak of the Book-Keepers.---in them may 
be found all the Infolence of Office; and 
it may be thought a high Compliment to 
get a civil Anſwer from them. If a Perſon 
comes to enquire after any Thing that is 
left at their Warchouſe, they are commonly 
bid, in a rough Manner, to have a little 
Patience, though there is no Appearance of 
Buſineſs going forward; but if there is a 
real Hurry, -then People are puſhed about 
and abuſed by all the Warehouſe-Crew in a 
moſt extraordinary and inſolent Manner.---- 
And as many of the Proprietors of Stage» 
Carriages impoſe upon the Public, ſo doth 
ſome Book-Keepers impoſe upon the Pro- 
prietors. The following is one Inſtance of 
Thouſands which I believe might be found 
ppon Inveſtigation, 

Some 
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Some few Years ago I ſent a Parcel into 
the Country, for which the Book-Keeper 
was paid for the Carriage Two Shillings. 
By ſome Accident the Parcel miſcarried ; 
and when I came to enquire about it at the 
Warehouſe where it was left and booked, I 
found One Shilling and Six-Pence only put 
down in the Book for the Carriage. I men- 
tioned the Sum that I had paid to the then 
Book-Keeper ; (for the Book-Keeper that 
took the Parcel of me died in the Interim) 
who ſaid, That it could only be a Miſtake 
through the Hurry of Buſineſs: But I am 
afraid that not only in the Hurry, but even 
in the Leiſure of Buſineſs, theſe Miſtakes 
frequently happen. | 

There is another Impoſition that many 
Book-Keepers have lately ſtarted up; which 
is, requiring Two-Pence per Parcel for all 
Goods that are fetched from the Warehouſe 
where Carriages put up. In Time they 
will, if encouraged, demand Two- Pence 


likewiſe for all Parcels that are brought to 


the Inn; though it has been a Cuſtom, Time 
immemorial, for all Parcels, Packages, &c. 
that are brought or taken away from the Inn 

| where 


(EL 

where the Carriages put up, to be received 
or delivered Gratis, as the Proprietors of 
Carriages pay the Book - Keepers adequate 
Wages for the Trouble of conducting their 
Buſineſs ---To be ſure, the Book-Keepers at 
the Warehouſes where Carriages only ſtop to 
deliver or take up Goods for the Convenience 
of the adjacent Inhabitants, deſerve a Fee for 
their Trouble; having no Wages from the 
Proprietors of the Carriages, and paying a 
conſiderable Rent for the Uſe of the Ware- 
houſe: They muſt, therefore, lay a Tax upon 
every Parcel that is brought to or delivered 
from their Warehouſe, in Order to defray 
the Expence of Rent and Attendance. 

From the Book-Keeper I deſcend next to 
the Porter,--- Dryden ſays, in his Lines upon 
Milton, That Nature joined the Sublimity of 
Homer with the Majeſty of Virgil, to form 
Milton : and I may fay, by Way of Parody, 
that the Importance of the Maſter of a Car- 
riage, is joined with the Inſolence of his 
Book-Keeper, to form the Porter; for in 
him is centered the Behaviour of the Two 
former. Is it not provoking to hear an 
inſolent Fellow of a Porter tell a reſpectable 
Houſe» 
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Houſe- Keeper, That without he will pay hin 
his. Demand for bringing a ſmall Parcel 4 
triiing May; or pay bim as much for tbe 
Porterage of a Parcel balf a Mile, or a Mile, 
as tbe Carrier has had fer bringing it Fifty, 
or 4 Hundred; that he will carry it backs 


and it may rot in the Warehouſe from which- 


be brought it? Nor can the Perſon to whom 
the Parcel is directed to, get any Redreſs ; 


as there is no Law to confine them to a Rate 


for their Porterage. This every Porter knows; 
and this makes them inſolent and exorbitant 


in their Demands, Indeed, if a Perſon thinks 


himſelf aggrieved, he may apply to the Inn 
to which the Porter belongs: There he may 
complain to the Proprietor of the Carriage, 
or the Book-Keeper, who will give ſome 
ſubtle, evaſive Anſwer; or perhaps ſeem to 
cenſure the Behaviour of the Porter, or chide 
him if preſent; and before the Complainant 
is well out of the Inn-Yard, will be calling 
him, miſerable Devil, or ſome ſuch oppro- 
bious Name; and that it will ſerve bim 
Right to make him pay double the next Time. 
Beſide the above-mentioned Behaviour in 
the Porters, many of them will, where they 
can, 


OS. 

can for a Fee; change» x Parcel, where it · 
can be done without: Suſpicion; - —_ 
eſpecially in the Caſe:of Game. 
Before I quit this Subject Þ witli men- 
tion: One other Inſtance/ which may. juſtly be- 
conſidered as an Example of many which 
daily happen: A Milliner- at · the Weſt End 
of the Town who regularly goes to. One oft 
the Public Watering- Maces, Had a Quantity: 
of Goods made up for the- laſt Seaſon, tho 
greateſf Fart of Which was: calculated for a 
public Entertainment, intended to be given 
by a noble Perſonage\' The Packages were 
accordingly: ſent to the Warehouſe in Town, 
and poſitive Orders given that it went that 
Week ; ſhoipreviouly ſotting out, to prepare 
for the Reception thereof. The Waggon ar- 
rived the Day before the intended Feſtival, 
but, uafortunately for the Milliner, did not 
bring any of her Goods ; and the Excuſe of 
the Waggoner was, That the Packages were 
% large be could not paſfibly flow them in the 
Waggon, being full leaded with ther Goods. 
Ia this Caſe there can be no Doubt but the 
poor Woman ſuſtained a conſiderable Injury, 
in not having her Goods to vend at the Time 
© IO for 
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for which they werc intended; and ſhe was 
precluded from any Remedy at Law, as the 
Things had not been left at the Inn in Town 
from whence the Waggon came, but at a 
Receiving-houſe where it regularly ſtopped. 

. To proceed farther in reciting the Inſolence 
and Impofition of theſe People would be un- 


neceſſary; the greateſt Part of the Nation 


having at ſome Time or other experienced 
the Inconvenience thereof. From what has 
been urged, it muſt be obvious to every Per- 
ſon, that there is an abſolute Neceſſity for 
paſſing an Act to put theſe People under cer- 
tain Reſtrictions; the following PIA is 
therefore propoſed, and humbly ſubmitted to 
the Conſideration of the 3 


THE 


: ww} 


THE PLAN. 


HAT there be Five Commiſſioners 
(the ſame Number as there are at the 
Hackney - Coach Office) appointed, under 
the Title of Commiſſioners for the better 
Regulating of Stage-Carriers, Book- Keepers, 
and Porters to Inns; who ſhould have a 
Salary of £200 per Annum each, to render 
them independent, and for their Trouble in 
conducting this Buſineſs. 


That all Inns, Warehouſes and Wharfs, 
for the Reception of Goods, within Three 
Miles of the Cathedral of St. Paul's, London, 
together with the reſpective Book-Keepers, 
Wharfingers and Porters, belonging there- 


unto, be within the FEI of theſe 
Commiſſioners. OT -\ 


That theſe Commiſſioners ſhould have full 
Power to regulate the Rates for the Carriage 
of all Goods that ſhould be brought or ſent 
by any Stage-Carriage that ſhould take up 

C2 or 


( -24 ') 
or deliver Goods at any Inn or Warehouſe 
within their Juriſdiction ; likewiſe to fix a 
Rate for ſthe Porterage thereof, b 


That Proprietors of Stage - Coaches, or 
Waggons, ſheuld have ſo much »per. Pound 


for the Catriage of Gods, according : to 


tho Diſtance of their Stage, for all-Parcets 
that ſhould weigh under fourteen Pounds, 


all above to be charged by the Rate per Hun- 
dred; granting Power tothe Commiſſioners 
to- alter the Rates; if at any Time! Horſe- 


Proviſions ſhould come to be exceſſive dear; 
likewiſe again, if they ſhould come to be very 


cheap. I mention this, as the Proprietors of 


Carriages will, perhaps, make nan Excuſe, 
if there ſhould be a Riſe om their Horſe- 
Proviſions, that they cannot always carry at 
the ſame Price; but I ſhould: think it much 
better to have the Rate always continued 


the ſame, and they to run the Riſk; as the 


Brewers in London do, who always ſell their 
Beer at the ſame Price, let the Malt or Hops 
be dear or cheap; making, as I. ſuppoſe the 
cheap Seaſon pay for the dear One * Ang for 
the Porters in London, I would have them 

put 


( 85 ). | 
ꝑut under moch the ſame; Regulation; that 
is, they ſhould have ſo much per half Mile 
for all Parcels they carry under Fourteen 
Pounds ; z all above, by the Rate per Hundred. 


6 & 4= *s 


may come fron W hite-Ghapel. to Grofuemr- 

Sguare, with only a Parcel which might 
come to no more by the Rate than Six- Pence 
or Eigb- Pence: He will, very likely, think 
this hard; but he muſt conſider, that the 
next Day he may come with ſo much 
'Porterage as will. bring him Five or Six 


That certain Penalties ſhould be inflicted 
on the Proprietors of Carriages, and the 
Porters, upon their taking more than their 
Rates; and again, upon the Porters not de- 
livering their Goods in proper Time; like- 
wiſe upon the Book - Keepers not acquainting 
the Porters that there are ſuch Goods to be 
delivered by ſuch a Time; alſo upon the 
Waggoners and Coachmen not leaving the 
Parcels where they are directed to be left: 
een to be made for the Hurry and 


Multiplicity 


( 26) 
Multiplicity of Buſineſs, which müſt ſome» 
times EY happen. | 


| That the Proprietors of every Stage Car- 
riage ſhould be obliged to take all Parcels 
that ſhould be tendered to be ſent by their 
Carriage, provided that the Money, agreeable 
to the Rates, is offered to them, or their 
Agents, for the ung: thereof z under a 
— 


That in Order to defray the Epen of 


this Commiſſion, the Proprietors of every 


Stage-Waggon or Coach, within the Com- 
miſſioners Juriſdiction, (Hackney - Coaches 
excepted) ſhould be obliged to enter their 
Names, and take out a Number from the 


 Commisstoners Orpice, for which they 


ſhould pay a Tax of {1 per Annum. This, 
allowing there to be One Thouſand Stage 
Carriages that come to London from different 
Parts of the Kingdom, (and I am certain 
there are that Number) will produce £4000 
per Annum.---And ſurely the Proprietors of 
Stage-Carriages, from their great Run of 
Buſineſs, are better enabled to afford this 

Sum 
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Sum than the Maſter of a Hackney-Coach, 
who is obliged to pay £13 per Annum to 
the Coacu OrFice for his Figure; and 
which muſt greatly leſſen his Profits. 


That the Maſter of every Inn or Ware» 
houſe where Carriages inn or ſtop to take 
up Parcels, ſhould be obliged to enter their 
Inn or Warehouſe at the CoMMIs51ONERS 
Orice, and pay a Tax of {1 per Anzum. 
This, reckoning there to be: 150 Inns: and. 
Warehouſes for the Reception and Delivery 
of Goods within the Commiſſioners Juriſ- 
diction, will produce £450 per Annum.— A 
Penalty to be likewiſe laid on ſuch as ſhould, 
take a Fee for the Reception or Delivery of 
a Parcel without making an Entry. From, 
the Profits of theſe Warehouſes this ſmall 
Tax can be well afforded. 


That no Perſon ſhould be allowed to act 
as Book-Keeper or Porter at any Inn or 
Warchouſe, without entering his Name at 
this Orricg; and that the Book-Keeper 
ſhould pay a Tax of {1 per Annum. This, 
reckoning there to be, upon an Average, Two 
Book- 


( 28 ) 
Book-Keeprts'to every Inn, (and that Number 
F believe there are) will produce, accordin 


tothe Cleulition of * 4 300 fer Aunum. 


* 


That every Porter Would pay 10s. per 
Annum. This, reckoning there to ze go 
Portets employed at the different hins, will 
produce; at the” Tax propoſed, £2 50 nf 
Arnim. 


Theſe, tögerget, make £ 1886 466 lee 
And I am well perſuaded; that ts Profits of 
tte Book-Keepers and Potters will better 


enable them to afford this ſmall Tax, than the 


Earnings of a Hackney-Chaitman, who can- 
not work his Chair without paying a cone 
fiderable Tax annually to the Orrie rg. 


1 5111 


And I would further propoſe, that every 
Porter ſhould have a Ticket, with a Number 
2nd an Inſcription on it, fpecifying the Inn 
to which he belongs: And that nu Perm 
except a Licenced Porter, ſhould be allowed 
to take Goods for Hire from any Ina or 
Warchouſe. 


Tkeſe 


Y 
7 


| ( 29 
Theſs Taxes, | according to this Efſti> 
mation, will produce {4000 per Annum ; 
and it is ſo trifling on thoſe it is intended 
to be levied, that it cannot hurt any Indi- 
vidual. 


Further. :---This is propoſed not only 
towards the defraying the Expence of the 
CoMMISSiON, but that there may likewiſe 
be an exact Regiſter of all the Proprietors of 
Stage-Carriages, Book-Keepers and Porters, 
which is eſſentially neceflary towards the 
conducting of a GE N RAL WARE- 
HOUSE :----An Eſtabliſhment which 
cannot fail being of the greateſt Utility to 
every Inhabitant of the Metropolis. 


But before I give the PLAn, it may not 
be improper to ſhew the Neceſſity, of 
forming ſuch a WAREHOUsE. 


I have heard it mentioned as a Fact, that, f 
vpon a moderate Computation, upwards of 
Twenty Tons of Proviſion are annually 
ſpoiled or loſt at the different Inns in this 
Metropolis; which Proviſions chiefly conſiſt 
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TS 
of Preſents that are ſent from the Country ; 
ſuch as Game, Poultry, Fiſh, Pork, Hogs, 
Offals, 'Butter, Bacon and Cheeſe. Theſe 
may be valued together io be worth, upon 
an Average, by then the Perſons who they 
were directed to had received them, Six- 
Pence per Pound, which amounts to more 
than looo per Annum; and this Miſ- 
carriage often happens through Parcels being 
ſo obſcurely directed, that the Book-Keepers 
and Porters cannot find out to whom they 
belong. The directing of a Parcel or 
Letter to Mr. TLondon, has been 
formerly frequently done; and it is now as 
cuſtomary to have a Parcel or Letter directed 
to Mr. in Street, London, without 
mentioning ſome conſpicuous Place to which 
ſuch Street, &c. is adjacent. This Way of 
Direction is the Cauſe of ſome Thouſands of 
Letters being deſtroyed annually in theDe ap- 
LETTER-Oyrick, at the GeNER AL-PosT- 
OFFICE: And why may not as many Par- 
cels be loſt or ſpoiled at the different Ware- 
houſes? For how can a Porter, any more 
than a Poſtman, tell where to find a Perſon 
to whom a Parcel is directed, when only the 

Name 
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( 
Name of a Street, Sc. is mentioned, in a 
Metropolis where there are 53 Crown 


Courts, 35 Bell Alleys, 34 New Courts, 


31 King's Head Courts, 27 King Streets, 
26 George Yards, 26 Angel Courts, 23 Red 
Lion Courts, 22 Angel Alleys, 16 Queen 
Streets, &c. &c. too tedious to mention. 


There is another Cauſe likewiſe that 
makes many a Parcel lie ſp>iling in a Ware- 
houſe, which is, being directed till called 
for; and ſo it may lie, if not fetched away, 
and there is no periſhable Commodity in it 
that becomes offenſive by its Smell, from 
Month to Month, nay the Twelve-Month 
round.---l believe there are ſo many Parcels 
loſt annually by Miſtake, Miſcarriage and 


Neglect, at the different Inns in this Me- 


tropolis, that, were their Contents to be 
ſold, would amount to full {3000 per 
Annum. 
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Pw a8: N 


FOR A 


GENERAL WAREHOUSE, 


FOR THE 


Reception of all Unclaimed Parcels, Ge. 


HAT a convenient Place “, near 
about the Centre of the Metropolis, 
be proyided for this Purpoſe. To this Place 
all Parcels, &c. if not claimed within Twenty-⸗ 
four Hours after their Arrival at the reſpective 
Werehouſes, or known where tg be ſent by 
the Book- Keepers or Porters after that Time, 
ſhould be carried; and, ſo ſoon as they ar- 
rive at the GENERAL WAREHOUSE, the 
Porterage and Warchouſe- Room from the 
dee Inns they might be brought from 
ſhould be paid; likewiſe the Carriage (if 
any) to be paid: And the whole Expence, 
together with the Expences of being reccived 


Far a Place propoſed, ſee the Preface. 


into 


* 
* 


( 33%) 
into this Wax RHOusE, to be charged on 
en Parcel, Ge. ; 


43 


That all Merchandiſe, which might be 
left at any Warehouſe belonging to a Wharf 
or Quay within the Commiſſioners Juriſ- 
diction, and not being claimed within One 
Month after being left there, and the 
Wharfinger not knowing ta whom they 
might belong, ſhould be brought to thg 
COoMMITSSIONERS W AREHOUSE, 


The Neceſſity of this Regulation is 
obvious, from the following Paragraph; 
which was inſerted in one of the Da1Ly+ 
ADVERTISERS, in the and Week of Xt Lau 
laſt:— === | 


« 7, efterday Two Men were taken before 
** the Lord Mayor, for ſtealing Shoes, at 
* ſwveral Times, put of a Caſk that lay in a 
* Warehouſe upon the Keys. The Caſe bad 
ain there, for Want of an Owner, 20 
„ SUx Vrans.“ | 
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(*34 ) 
That every Parcel, &c. when brought to 
this GENERAL WARE HOUSE, ſhould be 


opened, to ſee if they contained any periſh- 
able Commodity; and if they did, proper 
Care taken that they were not ſpoiled, and 


the Contents of the Parcel regiſtered in a 
Book kept for that Purpoſe; and ſuch as 
were not periſhable; ſhould be carefully put 
up again. And in Caſe ſuch Parcels were 
not owned before the periſhable Commo- 


dities were in Danger of being ſpoiled by 


keeping too long, to be expoſed to Sale at 
ſome convenient Place in the WaRrEnoust 
made for that Purpoſe; and the Money 
they fold for, after deducting the Expences 


accrued, ſhould be returned to the proper 


Owner, if ſuch ſhould demand it. And in 
Regard to Game, which might be brought 
to the WaREnovse, and ſhould continue 
until in Danger of being ſpoiled, a Clauſe 
to be inſerted in the Act, allowing it to be 
ſold likewiſe; the Commiſſioners to be 
ſworn, that no Game ſhould be fold at their 


W AREHOUSE, but ſuch as ſhould be brought 


there as Unclaimed from the other Ware- 
houſes; and for which nothing but the 
common 


C 


2 


A 
common Rates for e 
Room, and Porterage, were paid. 


All unperiſhable Goods to be kept here 
for One Kalendar Month; during which 
Time to be Three ſeveral Times advertiſed; 
and if not claimed within that Time, then 
to be ſold by public Auction; ſuppoſing 
the Parcel not to contain Goods to more 
than the Amount of 5; if it did, to be 
kept for the Space of Two Months, and Six 
Times advertiſed; and if of the Value of 
£20, or upwards, then to be kept Vree 
Months, and Nine Times advertiſed : After 
which, if not owned, to be ſold, in order 
to defray the Expences. 


All Claimants of Goods at this WARE 
nous, to enter their Names and Places 
of Abode, what they receive, and who they 
receive 'it for, in a Book to be kept for that 
Purpoſe.---The Puniſhment for trifling De- 
frauds in'this Caſe to be Tranſportation for 
Seven Years: But if the Goods that any 
Perſon ſhould fo fraudently obtain, amounted 
to the Value of {20, then the Puniſhment to 
be Felony. 


CES -- - 

That the Commiſſioners ſhould appoint 
roper Perſons, who ſhould have ſo many 

archouſes in their Diſtrict, to go Once 
every Day (Sundays Excepted) to all the 
Warehouſes in their Diviſion, and to cauſe 
all Parcels that have been longer in the 
Warehouſes than the Time above ſpecified; 
to be ſent to the GENERAL WAREHOUSE. 


That One Day in each Week be appointed 
for a Board-Day, to hear Complaints, &c, 
and Three Commiſſioners to form a Board. 

That theſe Commiſſionets be appointed 
by the Governors of the Foundling- Hoſpital ; 
and that any Perſon or Perſons thinking 
themſelves aggrieved by the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, might appeal to the Quarterly 
General Court of the Governors of the 
 Foundling - Hoſpital; whoſe Determination 
ſhould be final. 


That, at every Year's End, a General 
Balance be ſtruck of the Accounts of this 
Commiſſion; and the Surplus thereof ap- 
plied to the Uſe of the Foundling- Hoſpital. = 
And 


(37. 1 
And I would propoſe that the Treaſurer 


/ the Foundling- Hoſpital be appointed 


Treaſurer to this ComM18$10N. 


* * * * hs * "x . 
— — — — 


Before I conclude this Ess Av, I would 
propoſe a Clauſe to be inſerted in the Act | 
hereby recommended, which ſhould oblige, 
under certain Penalties, all Stage- Waggons, 
coming a greater Diſtance than Thirty Miles 
from Town, between Lady-Day and Mi- 
chaelmas, ta come into London between the 
Hours of Ten at Night and Three in the 
Morning; (Allowances to be made in Caſe 
of Accidents) as then the ſaleable Proviſion 
they might bring would be always ready for 
the Morning's Market; and likewiſe the 
Proviſion for private Families might be 
delivered Time enough for that Day's 
Conſumption ; whereas the preſent Method 
of many Waggons coming into Town at 
Noon prevents the Uſe of the proviſional 
Commodity they may bring for that Day, 
ſo that there is a Day loſt; and One Day in 
Summer very often makes a great Alteration 

E in 
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in freſh Proviſions. This Regulatign would 
not affect the Carriers at all, for it is only 
ſetting out from their reſpective Homes at 
ſuch Time as would bring them into 
London at the Hours before- mentioned. 
The Turnpike-Men at the neareſt Turn- 
pikes to Town, on the different Roads, 
ſhould be the Perſons to take Notice that 
the Waggons came through their re 
between the aforeſaid Hours. 


Another Emolument chat might accrye to 
this Coumiss10 is, the having a correct 
Book, publiſhed Yearly, where the Car- 
riages inn, their Rates and Fareg, when 
the y come in, and when they go out. There | 
are Books of this Sort Yearly Sold at One 
Shilling and Six-Pence each; but they are 
ſo very incorrect, that they oftener miſlead 
than guide the Purchaſer; And I make na 
Poubt but Fen Thouſand Copies of ſuch a 


Bock would be Annually vended, as few 


principal Traders are without them. Thele 
Books the Commiſſioners ſhould: compile, 


as they might do it at Home in their Office; 


and N would likewiſe be better able to 
give 
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One Shilling per Book, which would add 


( 39) 2 


ive exact and certain Information than any 


Bookſeller; as the latter muſt be at a con- 


fiderable Expence in gaining but a tolerably 
correct Intelligence. Theſe Books would 
not ſtand the Commiſſioners in more than 
Six-Pence each; and if they were to be 
retailed at their Office at the Price the 
preſent Ones are now ſold, they might gain 


£590 per Angum to the Fund. 


